CHF helps IDPs in Berbuki
rebuild their lives

By Mzia Kupunia

chan Burnadze has started a
new life in the IDP settlement
in Berbuki, in the Gori region. A
“double IDP” as he calls himself,
because he has had to flee from
both Tskhinvali and subsequent-
ly Tamarasheni, he is now getting

used to his new place and
examining new opportuni-
ties.

Burnadze runs a small
business now; he owns a
store in the settlement and
sells mainly food and
drink. CHF International’s
USAID-supported Geor-
gia Emergency Livelihood
and Shelter Programme
(GELS) has helped him
construct a new store big-
ger than the ones there
previously, as there was a
demand for this in the set-
tlement.

Burnadze is not the
only one in his village who
has started a small busi-
ness with CHF aid. CHF has pro-
vided 22 beneficiaries with start-
up grants, including 2 shops, a bar-
ber’s shop, a tailor’s and a bee-
keeping enterprise. According to
CHF officials these projects are
being implemented in close coor-
dination with the Ministry of Ref-
ugees and Resettlement, the Shi-

da Kartli Governor’s Office and
Gori Municipality.

Speaking at the CHF support
project’s closing ceremony, the
Country Director of CHF, Brian Hu-
sler, said the displacement and re-
settlement caused by last year’s
conflict had posed significant eco-
nomic challenges for the house-
holds of IDPs and returnees. He
said that IDPs moving into a new
environment had found income-
generation opportunities scarce,
forcing their dependence on food
aid and other assistance. “Reset-
tlement meant starting a new life
in a community with limited access
to basic public services and mar-
kets, and scarce employment op-
portunities,” Husler noted.

He said that in response to this,
GELS has supported 31 families
hosting IDPs with cash assistance
and non-food items, organised an
agricultural service centre in the
Berbuki administrative unit, reha-
bilitated the roads between the
farmers and the markets, rehabili-
tated and cleaned irrigation chan-
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nels and rehabilitated irrigation
wells. Husler said that in the Ber-
buli Settlement CHF has provided
22 business startup grants, provid-
ed cash-for-work activity for 134
IDPs which helped them fence their
properties and assisted 26 vulner-
able families with assistance pack-

ages containing products pur-
chased from the small business
started in the Berbuki Settlement.

Tengiz Zhuzhunashvili, and IDP
living in Berbuki, was one of the
people employed in the fencing
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